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Our duty is to watch carefully the progress of 
human thought and to maintain independent critical 
attitude towards it. 
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As far as ! can see Mirza Ghalib the Persian poet is 
probably the only permanent contribution that we Indian 
Muslims have made to the general Muslim literature. Indeed 


he is one of those poets whose imagination and intellect 
place than above the narrow limitations of creed and 
nationality. His recognition is yet to came. 
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The spiritual health of a people largely depends on the 
kind of inspiration which their poets and artists recieve. But 
inspiration is not a matter of choice. It is a gift the character 
of which can not be ordinarily, indulged by the recepient 
before accepting it. It comes to the individual unsolicited and 
only to socialise itself. 



The artist who is ablessing to mankind defies life. He is 
an associate of God and feels the contact of Time and 
Eternity in his soul. 
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Wonder, says Plalo is the mother of ail 
Sciences. Bedil looks at the emotion of wonder from 
a different stand point. Says. 
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b £l/ <J1j ij^ ir d/ (u *y 

To Plato wonder is valuable because it leads to 
our questioning of nature to Bedil, it has a value of 
its own. Irrespective of its intellectual consequences. 
It is impossible to express the idea more beautifully 
than Bedil (Stray Reflection 86.) 
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Hegal, Goethe, Ghalib, Bedil and Wordswdrth I 
confess and owe a great deal to Hegal Goethe, 
Mirza Ghalib, Mirza Adbul Qadir Bedil and 
Wordsworth. The first two led me into the "inside" of 
the things, the third and fourth taught me how to 
remain oriental in spirit and expression after having 
assimilated foreign ideals of poetry, and the last 
saved from atheism in my student days. 
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The beginning of mysticism in Islam take us back 
to the great ascetic movement which arose largely 
under Christian influence during the 7th century A.D" 2 
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I have no doubt in my mind that the 
Ahmades are traitors both to Islam and 
India. 
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